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A Covenant
for a Stronger

Church
Community

ear Friends, St. Mat-
thew’s is moving for-
ward in two exciting

ways this month.

First, there’s our Covenant,

which is being discussed in

small groups after church.
Many of you have already

participated in a group, the rest

of you are invited to participate

Blackjack and poker tables were added to this year's Mexico house fund-raiser at Joan Arndt’s any Sunday between now and
house. Benji Boehlke , right, deals to from left, Daniel Ornelas, Chuck Dellamarie, Ken Statchura, Oct. 30. These are one-hour
Pastor Sue Wolfe Devol and Roberta Reynolds. Below, Cat Doebler performs “When You’re Good meetings in the library with a
to Mama” from the musical “Chicago” during the always-popular karaoke portion of the fund- Church Council member and
raiser, which raised $4,000 for the house-building project, to take place Nov. 4-6. More photos me. Members of the council are

online at our Picasa site and stmatthewsnoho.org

also sending out invitations to
everyone to attend on specific
Sundays. This effort will culmi-
nate on Reformation Sunday,
Oct. 30, when we will have a
Covenant Sunday along with
our Bratwurst and Beer Lunch
in honor of the German roots of
Martin Luther.

Our covenant is nine simple
statements that are shared be-
tween you, God and everyone
at St. Matthew’s. As a micro-
cosm of God’s greater and larg-
er church, together we agree to:

1. Live among God’s faithful
people

2. Create places and space for
Photos by Stgve Devol

(Continued on page 4)
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By Kenny
Music and

Summer at St. Matt’s has
been rich with ministry and
full of activity. We enter fall
with the anticipation of con-
tinuing to grow individually
and as a congregation as we
share God’s love and grace.
This time of year often brings
with it new beginnings, a re-
turn to routines and sched-
ules, reestablishing friend-
ships and making new ones,
and gratitude for a sense of
community among God’s
people. As you review our
ministry offerings, you’ll no-
tice new small groups/events
forming, our choir rehearsing
and ministering at worship, a
change in some group meet-
ings and a variety of activities
providing avenues for out-
reach and ministry. Thisisa
great time of year to try
something new. Join a small
group or volunteer to do
something new at church.
Get involved with God’s peo-
ple and watch your life
change! Please review our
small groups, service oppor-
tunities and other events and
bring someone with you, in-
vite a friend to worship ...
watch God in action!
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ST MATTHEW'S CONNECTS

No cooling off as autumn approaches

Cal | aighdmaynbe placed on the
Out r e a aqddble ahe hadthex.aSe® I

Kenny if you’d like to be a
pen pal.

Adul t icetyewemn
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the
Fireside Room. Join us for
“Infusion” Bible study. Cof-
fee is served.

Openi ng t hwil
be at noon Sunday, Sept. 11
in the Church Library. Join
the Feminine Sacred Circle as
we continue our study of
chakras, centers of energy
located on the midline of the
body. There are seven of
them and they govern our
psychological properties. The
chakras on the lower part of
our body are our instinctual
side, the highest ones our
mental side. The chakras can
have various levels of activi-
ty. When they're “open,”
they're considered operative
in a normal fashion.

Medi tat.
Monday, Sept. 12, from 7 to
8 p.m. in the Timothy Stocks
Fireside Room. Led by Am-
ber Keating, this group will
focus on breath-work and
meditation to calm the body
and mind, as well as recon-
nect with God. We will prac-

September forol lti& GgdethePad encourage

Lutheran Social Services is
diapers and baby food. Do-
nations may be placed on the
table in the front of the
church.

Koi noni a
needs postage stamps. Dona-

one another in bringing medi-
tative practices to our daily
lives.

St .

in the sanctuary. Join us as

Matt hewbs
_ r e h e abegs aVkedsesday,
Pr i s ®dpt. 1Mfrofh 7:30 to ® pm.

we prepare special music for
Reformation Sunday and the
upcoming holiday season.

Forty
Thursday, Sept. 15 at 7:30
p-m. in the Church Library.
Join Pastor Sue for this six-
week study on issues of hun-
ger and poverty and how we
can respond with action ra-

C hhar khan despair.

St . Matt ds
will be Sept. 18 at 10:30 a.m.
Join us as we welcome back
our choir and kick off fall
ministry opportunities.

D a ybsgino f

hibits include: “Lucille Ball
at 100,” ““I Love Lucy’ at
60,” “Harlow at 100 and
more. The museum has
1;D60B®W biz treasurers
and is the most extensive col-
lection of Hollywood memo-
rabilia in the world. Museum
entrance fee is $10. Sign up
on the poster board in the
church narthex/lobby.

Mo v i e will mdetFriday,

AL IS8HE23 Sami th &:30 p.m.

in the Timothy Stocks Fire-
side Room. Stay tuned for
this month’s movie selection.
This is a discussion group led
by Jeff Drushal. Invite

Lut her ans frEmsnltts8YOBgewitl
A rsomellgght snabke offdred.

The
Los Angel es
i ng andwileSum er

day, Sept. 18 at 5:30 p.m. at
St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church in Glendale, 1920 W.
Glenoaks Blvd.

B o o k i@ektaiTbesday,
Sept. 20 at 7:30 p.m. at Pastor
Sue’s home. For discussion:

maets Gr O“Thelmmortal Life of Henri-

etta Lacks.”

Great Event s,
will gather on Wednesday,
Sept. 21 11 a.m. The desti-
nation is the Hollywood Mu-
seum and Mel’s Drive-In.
Join us at the North Holly-
wood Metro station for a
short trip to Hollywood.
First, we’ll dine at Mel’s then
tour the Hollywood Museum
in the historic Max Factor
Bdldirg,iwhere Max Faktor,
wizard of movie makeup,
worked his magic on motion
picture stars since 1935. Ex-

Feed the Homeless will be
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 9 to
10:30 a.m. Meet in the church
kitchen to make sandwiches
and lunches with nonperisha-
ble food items. Donations of
granola bars, individual bags
of chips, box drinks, etc. are
gladly accepted. We are
grateful this ministry has
been blessed with a grant
Ifronnthe Thrivent Rinendial
for Lutheran Care Abounds in
Communities program to help
us broaden our outreach.

Looking Ahead...

Growth Group meets every
other Thursday beginning
Oct. 6 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
church. Join us as we begin a
four-session study on “The
Four Agreements” by Don
Miguel Ruiz.
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ALL OVER THE MAP

I il L ART IN THE STREETS

Photo by

Steve

Devol

Photo by

The Great Events Lunch Bunch ranged from Little Tokyo to the Westside in September. The “Art in the Streets” show, left, examined graffiti as art
at the Geffen Contemporary at MOCA. Magician and escape artist Houdini was the subject of an exhibit at the Skirball Cultural Center. In Septem-

ber, the gang visits the Hollywood Museum. See page 2 for details.

To Strengthen Christianity, Defy It

By Ryan

t the beginning of
every “Mad Men”
episode, a silhouette

of a modern man falls from
the top of a modern steeple
— a skyscraper.

The modern Christian
may relate. Church attend-
ance rates in Europe and
America are sharply declin-
ing. Buildings are in decay.
Property is lost.

Is there anything past this
for Christianity?

As a seminary student, |
was asked by Pastor Sue to
write an article about Christi-
anity and the church in the
future. It's strange, because
sometimes when you are
asked to write such things,
you realize that you are a part
of the problem.

I am the problem.

We are the problem.

Ch addi cMymindracedtoaBue-

naventura Durruti quote:
“The only church that illumi-
nates is a burning church.”

In other words, perhaps,
the only beneficial thing the
church can do is die or burn
away, and find its place in the
darkness of extinction.

Is Buenaventura correct?

Can it be that setting the
church on fire is something
deeply ingrained in authentic
and faithful Christianity? As
the northern Irish theologian
Peter Rollins states: There is
a sense of fidelity in betrayal.

In the 1960s a pastor,
Martin Luther King Jr. pro-
vided America with speeches
and sermons setting the
American church ablaze, full
of dreams of freedom and
equality.

The church stood burning
with light during the aboli-
tionist movement, setting fire

to the idea that God approves
of rich Southern families
owning black men and wom-
en.

In the 1500s the estab-
lished church was full of cor-
ruption. A German monk,
Martin Luther, posted some
statements speaking out
against such corruption and
set the church on fire.

A poor Mediterranean
Jewish cynic named Jesus
spoke out against the reli-
gious establishment. It was
Jesus who scolded the people
for acting as puppets of impe-
rialism, sanctioning violence
in God’s name. Standing for
wisdom, justice and love, the
Christian movement emerged
from the shadows of Jesus’
brightly burning cross.

As Christians, some of us
hold on so tightly to what we
perceive to be genuine reli-
gion — the Bible, the Book

of Common Prayer, Luther’s
Catechism, liturgy, hymns,
and styles of worship. We
may just need to burn, burn
this all down.

In my opinion, the only
church that can survive and
even thrive in the future is
the church that burns and
destroys its need to maintain
the status quo.

We need to let it go.

I need to let it go.

We need to betray Christi-
anity to remain faithful.

Judas had to betray Jesus
in order to serve God.

Abraham knew that God
did not approve of taking an
innocent life. Yet he too was
willing to betray God’s law
to remain faithful to what
God had asked of him.

In Sinai, God betrayed the
way the Israelites had previ-
ously related to God.

(Continued on page 4)

stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com | facebook.com/stmatthewsnoho | twitter.com/stmatthewsnoho | 3

courtesy


mailto:stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsnoho
http://www.twitter.com/stmatthewsnoho
https://picasaweb.google.com/116659190085223119394/ArtInTheStreetsLunchBunchExcursion20110711
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2011/04/art-review-art-in-the-streets-at-the-geffen-contemporary-at-moca.html
http://www.moca.org/museum/moca_geffen.php?
http://www.skirball.org/exhibitions/houdini

StMatthewsNoHo Newsletter | September 2011

Honoring the Word

(Continued from page 1)

all people, both members
and visitors, to explore
and find their own spir-
itual path

3. Offer opportunities to
serve the church — do-
nating time, financial
resources and creative
energy

4. Mediate God’s love to
one another

5. Hear the Word of God
and share in the Lord’s
Supper

6. Proclaim the good news
of God in Christ through
acts of love and service

7. Comfort one another
through prayer and com-
passion

8. Serve all people, follow-
ing the example of Jesus,
regardless of political
ideology, sexual orienta-
tion, economic status,
disability, race, ethnicity

We ar

(Continued from page 3)

God only spoke to indi-
viduals like Adam, Noah,
Abraham, and Joseph.

In Sinai and in the wilder-
ness God begins to radically
speak to humanity.

God is speaking to you,
God is speaking to me, God
is speaking to the church.

And God is betraying the
church.... God is betraying
the way things have always
been done. Because the way
things have always been done
is never good enough.

God is speaking:

or religion
9. Strive for the justice and

peace at the heart of the

biblical narrative

By inviting everyone to
participate and share in com-
mon goals, we hope to be a
stronger community and bet-
ter servants of Jesus Christ.

In addition to our cove-
nant, we are beginning 40
Days of Hope: A Hunger and
Poverty Initiative from Sept.
11 to Oct. 19. This is a ser-
mon series along with oppor-
tunities for study and service.
It is based in part on a book
by Richard Stearns “The
Hole in our Gospel.” The
book tells the story of
Stearns’ discovery of the
heart of the Bible and what it
means to be a Christ follow-
er. He has a powerful person-
al story: He went from being
chief executive of Lennox,
the fine china company, to
president of World Vision

e cal

“You saw what I did in
Egypt, and you know how I
brought you here to me, just
as a mighty eagle carries its
young. Now if you will faith-
fully obey me, you will be
my very own people. The
whole world is mine, but you
will be my holy nation and
serve me as priests.”

We are to mediate God for
others. To stand in place for
God in the world.

When the world looks
around to see if God exists, if
God is real, if God is acting
in the world...that’s where we
step in. That’s where and
when your life is so necessary

Inc., Under his leadership,
this Christian relief and de-
velopment organization has
made the worldwide AIDS
crisis a priority. This series
will also include an oppor-
tunity to hear and participate
in our denomination’s efforts
to eliminate malaria. Every
45 seconds a child dies of
malaria somewhere in the
world. Today we are in a spe-
cial moment where we could
turn this around. Working
though Lutheran churches in
Africa, the ELCA Malaria
Campaign is uniquely posi-
tioned to provide mosquito
nets, insecticides, medication,
other healthcare, education
and more to help eliminate
deaths from this disease —
for good — in Africa.

First John 3:18 says, “Let
us love, not in word or
speech but in truth and ac-
tion.” Bishop Dom Helder
Camara said it this way. “Let

| ed

and needed.

It’s in our moving past our
fear ... it’s when we move
past thinking that the past is
as good as it will ever get that
we can move on and show
the world God.

Everything else just needs
to burn.

Here I find a parable from
Rollins helpful:

There was once a town
full of pious believers. Any-
time they faced difficult situ-
ations, the elders of town
gathered in prayer and
searched the scriptures for
answers.

One night a troubled

t o

every word be the fruit of
action and reflection. Reflec-
tion alone without action or
tending towards it is mere
theory; adding its weight we
are overloaded with it already
and it has led the young to
despair. Action alone without
reflection is being busy point-
lessly. Honor the Word eter-
nal and speak to make a new
world possible.” Let us serve
God by walking in faith and
hope together.

me |

stranger sought refuge in the
town. The town’s caretaker
took the stranger in. As it
turns out, the stranger had
criticized the religious and
political leaders of a neigh-
boring town.

When the priest and elders
discovered their caretaker
was harboring a criminal,
they demanded that the
stranger be handed over to
them to face extradition.

The caretaker, a man of
God, said his faith would not
allow him to do so.

Deeply troubled, the lead-
ers gathered for a night of

(Continued on page 5)
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ASK HILDY

More Coffee?

Dear Hil dy:

I was at a coffee hour after church recently and people were saying that
there was a need for coffee hour hosts. [ was thinking I might like to try that,
but I am not much of a cook. The kitchen looks kind of overwhelming and I
am afraid I might burn the place down. What advice do you have for people
like me who would like to help out but don’t feel comfortable in the kitchen?
—Cookies Crumbl ed

Dear Cooki e:

While there is very little yours truly hasn’t whipped up in the kitchen and
fewer things [ haven’t eaten, I do have a couple of sage (no pun intended)
pieces of advice. The first is:

“K.I.S.S.”: Keep It Simple, Sweetie.

On the Sunday you sign up for, generally Kenny or Pastor Sue have
brewed the coffee, put the pitcher of lemonade in the fridge and unlocked the
cabinets so plates, napkins and etc. are easily accessible. | was recently as-
sisting one of the hosts cleaning up and saw a nice list for coffee hour hosts
of things to do, and except for leaving off, “Eat the leftover brownies,” every-
thing you need to know or remember was listed to help you set up, serve and
clear afterwards.

Although we have some talented folks who can and do “bring it” with
some gustatorial grandeur on festive occasions, keeping your menu simple is
important too. If a person brings store-bought cookies and some washed
fresh grapes, that’s a diverse little snack, healthful and sweet.

Finally, you will not be working alone or without a net. Other members
and friends are often willing to assist before during and after coffee hour.
Don’t worry about asking for a hand. Kenny is around and usually able to
assist and if you buddy up with another member that’s a fun way the two of
you can host the coffee hour and have fun getting to know each other better.

Future Church

(Continued from page 4)

fervent prayer. They concluded that the stranger
must be turned over to the neighboring town, to
stay safe and maintain order.

Still, the caretaker refused. And so the el-
ders prayed that God speak to them, not in si-
lence, or within their conscience, but audibly.

And sure enough, God obliged. God told the
caretaker that if the town was to remain safe,
the stranger ought to be handed over.

Nevertheless, the caretaker told God that if
he were to remain faithful to the God of faith,
hope, love, and of the scriptures, he must defy
God.

At that moment, God smiled and withdrew,
assured that the issue was in good hands.

May the Church, to be faithful to God and
authentic Christianity, have the audacity to live
as the town’s caretaker. Perhaps we must defy
Christianity as we know it, to serve Christiani-
ty. Perhaps we need to challenge ourselves not
hold too dearly to liturgy, books of common
prayer, catechisms, the Bible, hymns, worship
style, and statements of belief and faith. We
need to remember that hope, faith, and love are
our mission. Let us never forget that we, as
Christians and as the church, have an identity
— to mediate God’s love for the entire world.
May you and the church remain unfaithful,
aflame....the church of the future.

The StMatthewsNoHo Newsletter  is published

mont hly by the community
Church at 11031 Camarillo St., North Hollywood,

Calif., 91602; Phone: (818) 762 -2909; Fax: (818) 762 -
7439; E -Mail: stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com

Website: www.stmatthewsnoho.org
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Pastor: Rev. Susan Wolfe Devol
Music and Outreach Coordinator:
Organist: Catherine Popovic
Deaf Minister: Don Rosenkjar
Newsletter Editor:  Steve Devol

2011-2012 CHURCH COUNCIL

Kenneth Callaghan

Susan Wolfe Devol,
Pastor

President, Morgan Rumpf ; Vice President, Jeff
Drushal ; Secretary, Dr. Elizabeth Loken ; Treasurer,
John Cantu ; Ursula Black , Ryan Chaddick , David
James, Todd Kolberg, Nadine Wendell -Mojica.

St. Matthewds
10:30. Worship services are provided in ASL for the
deafandhard -of-hear i ng. St .

Morgan Rumpf,
Council President

wor ships

. | .

Kenny Callaghan,
Music, Outreach

Don Rosenkjar, Deaf
Minister

o rof the SoutmvestGaliformiaSynod ofttee ELCA dnd is a
part of the Reconciling  -in-Christ program of Lutherans
Ma t t Comcen@diNorth Amedca. me mb e r
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