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Logo by Dave Olsen 

M 
ost of us at St. Matthewôs consid-

er ourselves to be Christian first, 

and Lutheran second. I like to 

say that I am a Christian of the Lutheran 

flavor. But there is one time a year that we 

particularly remember our Lutheran roots 

and that is Sunday, Oct. 30, Reformation 

Sunday. 

This year we will be asking all our mem-

bers and friends to participate in renewing 

their promise to serve God through the mis-

sion of our congregation as we sign and 

celebrate our covenant..  

We will also celebrate with beer and 

bratwurst the German roots of Martin Lu-

ther. The color of the day is red, and you are 

also invited to wear red to church that 

morning. Red is the color of church festi-

vals, and this day is a celebration not to be 

missed.  

Behind every organization thereôs a fas-

cinating back story, and the story of Luther-

anism is no exception. St. Matthewôs is a 

part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, whose story begins over 500 years 

ago, during the time of the Reformation in 

Europe, or even 2,000 years ago with the 

first followers of Jesus . 

Lutherans trace their roots directly to the 

Protestant Reformation that took place in Europe in the 16th 

century. Luther, a German monk, became aware of differences 

between the Bible and church practices of the day. His writ-

ings, lectures and sermons inspired others to protest church 

practices and call for reform. 

By the late 1500s the Reformation had spread throughout 

Europe. Followers of Lutherôs teachings were labeled 

ñLutheransò by their enemies and adopted the name them-

selves. Lutheran beliefs became widespread, especially in Ger-

many and the Scandinavian countries (Norway, Sweden, Den-

mark, Iceland and Finland), later spreading throughout the 

world as early explorers took their faith with them on their 

voyages. Lutheranism came to the Americas that way; some of 

the earliest settlers in the Americas were Scandinavian, Dutch 

and German Lutherans. Their first permanent colony was in 

the West Indies, and by the 1620s there were settlements of 

Lutherans along the Hudson River in what are now the states 

of New York and New Jersey. 

As people migrated to the New World they continued to 

speak and worship in their native languages and use resources 

from their countries of origin. Europeans from a particular re-
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FROM PASTOR SUE  

Lutheranism:  

The Back Story  

CHOIR SEASON  

 
 
The  St. Matthewõs Choir, 
above, returned  in Septem-
ber for another season of 
hymns and harmony,  
directed by Kenny 
Callaghan. At left, Dan Smith 
sings a Communion  hymn. 
The choir will be  a key part 
of our services into 
Advent, Lent and beyond.  

Photos by Steve Devol 
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The StMatthewsNoHo Newsletter  is published 
monthly by  the community of   St. Matthewõs Lutheran 
Church at 11031 Camarillo St., North Hollywood, 
Calif., 91602;  Phone: (818) 762 -2909;  Fax:  (818) 762 -
7439; E-Mail: stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com  
Website: www.stmatthewsnoho.org   

 
STAFF 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Susan Wolfe Devol  
Music and Outreach Coordinator: Kenneth Callaghan  
Organist :  Catherine Popovic  
Deaf Minister: Don Rosenkjar  
Newsletter Editor: Steve Devol  

2011-2012 CHURCH COUNCIL   

President, Morgan Rumpf ; Vice President, Jeff 
Drushal ; Secretary, Dr. Elizabeth Loken ; Treasurer, 
John Cantu ; Ursula Black , Ryan Chaddick , David 
James ,  Todd Kolberg, Nadine Wendell -Mojica.  

St. Matthewõs worships  on  Sunday mornings at 
10:30. Worship services are provided in ASL for the 
deaf and hard -of-hearing.  St. Matthewõs is a member 

of the Southwest California Synod of the ELCA and is a 
part of the Reconciling -in-Christ program of Lutherans 
Concerned/North America.    

Susan Wolfe Devol, 

Pastor  

Morgan Rumpf, 

Council President 

Kenny Callaghan, 

Music, Outreach 

Don Rosenkjar, Deaf 
Minister  

The ôCovenantõ 

Sales Pitch  

Dear Hildy: 

I was asked to go to some meeting after church 

and discuss this covenant thing.  I have to admit 

that I grabbed a doughnut and slipped off.  Iôm not 

much of a ñjoinerò and I had a very bad experience 

at a ñfree time share weekendò once and donôt like 

pressure situations.  Whatôs the deal? 

Just Looking 

 

Dear Looking: 

I too resist high-pressure sales pitches.  Iôve 

been known to fight fire with fire, which may ex-

plain why I am on the ñDo Not Ring Listò for the 

local door-to-door missionaries. 

You can relax; the meetings are not a pitch for 

you to ñbuyò anything.  The one I attended with 

other members, most of whom I knew, was really a 

fairly short conversation about where we are going 

as a community.  Each of us had an opportunity to 

share any concerns, questions or suggestions we might have 

about our journey. 

They explained that our community is growing and we 

have an opportunity to make a commitment to this growth, 

both of our community and our selves.  I looked at it like I 

look at anything I want to get done.  If I want to achieve some-

thing and write it down, then revisit it regularly, the results 

always outshine the things I casually ñmean to do.ò 

The agreement we make between God and our sisters and 

brothers gathered in Christian Community are by and large 

very wonderful things we are already doing and perhaps, could 

either do more of or improve in the doing. 

As this is the wonderful community that God has called 

you to at this point in our lives, I hope that you will attend a 

meeting between now and the end of October, share your ide-

as, ask questions and explore what it is that you create in com-

munity at St. Matthewôs. 

Hildegard VonGelischen-Kirche  

heiligehildegard@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  ASK HILDY  

Photo by Erwin David 

It took a large crowd of birthday boys and girls to  help finish off a Pastor Sue cake. 
Celebrating were, from left, Jim Jensen, Kim Cameron, Todd Kolberg, Jim Loken, 
Brian Jorgenson, Scott Kensey, Ann Hansell, Charlie den Bleyker and Sylvia Olvera. 
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ST MATTHEWôS CONNECTS 

Reaching Out to Others Lets You Grow, and Glow  

By Kenny Callaghan 
Music and Outreach Coordinator 

 

We at St. Matthewôs sparkle 

the most when we are giving 

to someone else.  It is a joy to 

see so many people involved 

in active ministry. While our 

outreach touches the lives of 

those in need, it is interesting 

that the ones who truly bene-

fit from helping others are the 

helpers themselves.  This is 

mission and ministry in ac-

tion! Witnessing the change 

that comes from a smile, a 

word of welcome, a nod of 

understanding, the sharing 

between people, writing a 

letter to an inmate, making a 

PB&J sandwich, hosting a 

coffee hour are all ways we 

bring Godôs love to others.  

Itôs so simple, yet so pro-

found and worth experienc-

ing.   

 

Look around at the people of 

St. Mattôséyouôll notice lots 

of sparkling eyes: some be-

cause they have found a 

home within our church and 

some experiencing a St. 

Mattôs connection for the first 

time.  This month there are 

many events and activities for 

outreach.  Invite someone to 

join you, be aware of people 

new to our church, reach out 

to someone you may not 

know and introduce yourself.   

 

October Food collection is 

Top Ramen and/or canned 

soup, flip-top lids preferred.  

Donations may be placed on 

the table in front of the sanc-

tuary.   

 

Adult Forum meets every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Timothy Stocks Fireside 

Room.  Join Pastor Sue for 

ñInfusionò Bible study, coffee 

and conversation. 

 

St. Matthewôs Choir re-

hearses Wednesday evenings 

from 7:30 to 9 p.m., with a 

snack at 7:10 p.m., and Sun-

day mornings at 9:40 a.m. in 

the sanctuary.  Join us as we 

prepare for the upcoming hol-

iday season. 

 

Meditation Group meets 

Monday, October 3, from 7 to 

8 p.m. in the Timothy Stocks 

Fireside Room.  Led by Am-

ber Keating, this group will 

focus on breath-work and 

meditation to calm the body 

and mind, as well as recon-

nect with God.  We will prac-

tice together and encourage 

one another in bringing medi-

tative practices in our daily 

lives.   

 

Growth Group meets every 

other Thursday (Oct. 6 and 

20) from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.  In 

this four-session small group 

weôll discuss ñThe Four 

Agreementsò by Don Miguel 

Luis, and the Ten Command-

ments, discovering how these 

simple tools help us grow 

spiritually and live a more 

fulfilled life.  Questions:  See 

Kenny Callaghan. 

 

Book Club will meet Tues-

day, Oct. 11, at 7:30 p.m. at 

Pastor Sueôs home.  This 

monthôs book is ñThe Smell 

of Applesò by Mark Behr.  

Contact Pastor Sue for details 

or questions. 

 

Yoga Nidra and Chiming 
will be Sunday, Oct. 16 at 

noon in the church library.  

Join the Feminine Sacred Cir-

cle for this two-part series on 

this meditative practice plus 

to begin rehearsing for our 

next chime selection. Ques-

tions:  See Melanie Ronning.  

 

Spark Creative Workshop 
meets Monday, Oct. 17 from 

7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Timothy 

Stocks Fireside Room. Dis-

cover the joy of Postal Art é 

a way of connecting with the 

world through free art and 

taking back mail from mass 

mailing adverts and the ubiq-

uitous bills. Discover how to 

use simple art as a way of 

sharing Godôs love by con-

necting with people in a 

beautiful, giving way, even to 

folks as far away as China 

and Croatia, on a level that 

politics can't even attempt.  

For more information, contact 

Nadine Wendell at 

nadinewendell@gmail.com. 

 

Great Events Lunch Bunch 
will be Wednesday, October 

19 at 11. Join us for a festive 

lunch at NoHoôs Magnolia 

Grill followed by touring The 

Vincent Price Art Museum at 

East Los Angeles College.  

The museum became a col-

lecting institution in 1957 

when Vincent Price and his 

wife, Mary Grant Price, do-

nated 90 artworks from their 

personal collection.  Admis-

sion is free. Sign-ups and 

more details are on the poster 

board in the narthex/lobby.   

 

Movie Talk will be Friday, 

Oct. 21, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

in the Timothy Stocks Fire-

side Room. This is a discus-

sion group led by Jeff 

Drushal. This monthôs movie 

is the 1956 classic 

ñAnastasiaò starring Ingrid 

Bergman and Yul Brynner.  

Invite friends. Itôs BYOB, 

with some light snacks of-

fered.  

 

Reformation, Covenant and 

Beer & Brats:  Join us Sun-

day, Oct. 30 at 10:30 a.m. on 

this festival day remembering 

the ministry of Martin Luther 

and his posting of the Ninety-

Five Theses, a summary of 

the abuses in the church of 

his time.  At the heart of the 

reform movement was the 

Gospel, the good news that it 

is by grace through faith that 

we are justified and set free.   

 

Coming soon: Find Your 

Strengths, Live your Pur-

pose. This small-group expe-

rience will identify our 

strengths using the book 

ñLiving Your Strengthsò by 

Winseman, et al., and the 

Strengths Finder inventory 

and reflect on what this 

means about Godôs purpose 

for our lives.  This course has 

an amazing way of stimulat-

ing connection with God and 

with each other.  Questions:  

Contact Elizabeth Loken at 

eplmd@pacbell.net. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT  

At California Lutheran Uni-
versity, on Sept. 10, our 
Church Council met for a 
planning retreat with Pastor 
Sue. Above, Morgan Rumpf, 
president. 2011-2012 Council 
includes Jeff Drushal, vice 
president; Elizabeth Loken, 
secretary; John Cantu, 
treasurer; and members 
Ryan Chaddick, Nadine 
Wendell, Ursula Black, Todd 
Kolberg and David James.  

Photos by John Cantu 
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