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Logo by Dave Olsen 

FROM PASTOR SUE  

NOV. 20  

Thanksgiving Potluck Brunch 

after worship; Bishop Dean 

Nelson will preach 

NOV. 27  

First Sunday in Advent 

DEC. 4  

AIDS Awareness Sunday 

DEC. 18  

St. Matthewõs celebrates its 80th  anniversary with a 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

DEC. 25  Christmas Day worship, 10:30 a.m. 

DEC. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 11 p.m. 

Food, festivities, remembrance and history are on 
tap at St. Matthewõs for the rest of the year. 

SAVE THE DATES  

M 
ark Baker writes: 

ñDriving down the 

hill from my house 

in Tegucigalpa (Honduras), as 

an evening rain began, I no-

ticed a common sight.  Some-

one was walking along the 

road carrying a bundle. 

ñThose of us with a lot 

more money speed along in 

cars; others with a little more 

money bounce on buses.  Oc-

casionally I like to surprise the 

walkers by offering a 

ride. Usually they say, ñVoy 

aqui no masò (ñIôm just going 

up here a little waysò), but that 

can mean a half a mile or 

more.   

ñWhen I stopped I found 

that the bundle was a baby, 

sick for five days with diar-

rhea; the mother had no money 

and was walking four miles to 

the hospital.  (The bus cost 20 

cents.)  I asked her what hap-

pens at the hospital if you ar-

rive without the 50-cent 

fee.  She said they would let 

her see a doctor but would not 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 

Be Open 
to the Slow 
Process 
of Grace 
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The StMatthewsNoHo Newsletter  is published 
monthly by  the community of   St. Matthewõs Lutheran 
Church at 11031 Camarillo St., North Hollywood, 
Calif., 91602;  Phone: (818) 762 -2909;  Fax:  (818) 762 -
7439; E-Mail: stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com  
Website: www.stmatthewsnoho.org   

 
STAFF 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Susan Wolfe Devol  
Music and Outreach Coordinator: Kenneth Callaghan  
Organist :  Catherine Popovic  
Deaf Minister: Don Rosenkjar  
Newsletter Editor: Steve Devol  

2011-2012 CHURCH COUNCIL   

President, Morgan Rumpf ; Vice President, Jeff 
Drushal ; Secretary, Dr. Elizabeth Loken ; Treasurer, 
John Cantu ; Ursula Black , Ryan Chaddick , David 
James ,  Todd Kolberg, Nadine Wendell -Mojica.  

St. Matthewõs worships  on  Sunday mornings at 
10:30. Worship services are provided in ASL for the 
deaf and hard -of-hearing.  St. Matthewõs is a member 

of the Southwest California Synod of the ELCA and is a 
part of the Reconciling -in-Christ program of Lutherans 
Concerned/North America.    

Susan Wolfe Devol, 

Pastor  

Morgan Rumpf, 

Council President 

Kenny Callaghan, 

Music, Outreach 

Don Rosenkjar, Deaf 
Minister  

Christmas Gifts Wrapped in Hope  

A 
re you tired of giving and receiving the same old Christmas gifts? Has anyone ever asked you what you want 

for Christmas and you were unable to think of anything? On Nov. 20 at our Thanksgiving Brunch we are pre-

senting three ideas: coffee, chocolate, and farm animals for developing countries. You can now love your cof-

fee and love your neighbor too. Coffee is big business. But sadly, it is often an unjust business.  

A lot of coffee is grown by small-scale farmers in poor, isolated regions. In conventional trade, middlemen often 

force them to accept low prices that donôt even cover their basic living expenses. 

The more conventionally traded coffee we buy, the more we perpetuate this unjust way of doing business. 

Lutheran World Relief partners with farmers who will receive a fair price while coffee drinkers enjoy a gourmet 

product for about the same price as conventionally traded varieties.  You can buy at church or order online. 

If you love chocolate, it is painful to learn that the cocoa trade often involves child slavery, abusive work conditions 

and prices so low farmers cannot feed their families on the income. Our Fair Trade partner SERRV works with the co-

coa farmersô association in Ghana, West Africa, to produce Divine. Put simply, ñDivine Chocolateò helps turn our  

chocolate addictions into funds for meaningful agricultural development. Coffee is $7 a bag; chocolates are $3 bar. 

Farm Animals? Yes, Ten little chicks make a big difference! When they are just months old, these chicks begin lay-

ing eggs, which make nutritious meals for families who are hungry. The many extra eggs are often enough to allow a 

family to start a small business by selling them for additional income. 

Click here to see how a duck $20, a pig $30, or a goat $50 can change lives. 

mailto:stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsnoho
http://www.twitter.com/stmatthewsnoho
mailto:stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com
http://stmatthewsnoho.org
http://lwr.org/site/c.dmJXKiOYJgI6G/b.7522015/k.8217/Coffee__Tea.htm
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=607
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ST MATTHEWôS CONNECTS 

Reminders of Grace Flow in the Fall  

By Kenny Callaghan 
Music and Outreach Coordinator 

 

The holiday season is 

here!  Simply put:  I love this 

fun-filled time of year and all 

it has to offer.  While the hol-

idays are busy, they are also 

filled with special moments 

and experiences which re-

mind us of Godôs abundant 

love and grace in our 

lives.  November is the month 

we often talk about giving 

thanks for our many bless-

ings.  Over the last several 

years, Iôve learned the power 

of being grateful for all areas 

of my life: the happy times as 

well as the challenging times. 

Having gratitude magnifies 

our experience of the good 

things in life:  We enjoy them 

more with a grateful heart.  

But gratitude also helps us 

endure the hard times with 

integrity and dignity, perhaps 

even with humor. Interesting-

ly, when we live without grat-

itude, we are robbed of the 

joy and freedom of Thanks-

giving. This often makes it 

difficult to experience Godôs 

peace and love.  This holiday 

season may we be grateful 

and know thanksgiving is a 

way of life in which we see, 

feel and know Godôs grace in 

our everyday living. 

 

November Food collection 
is Thanksgiving dinner packs.  

Please pick up a shopping 

bag and shopping list in the 

narthex.  We will also be col-

lecting unwrapped toys for 

children.  Donations may be 

placed on the table in front of 

the sanctuary.   

 

Adult Forum meets every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Timothy Stocks Fireside 

Room.  Join Pastor Sue for 

ñInfusionò Bible study, coffee 

and conversation.  All are 

welcome. 

 

St. Matthewôs Choir re-

hearses Wednesday evenings 

from 7:30 to 9 p.m., with a 

snack at 7:10 p.m., and Sun-

day mornings at 9:40 a.m. in 

the sanctuary.  Join us as we 

prepare for the upcoming hol-

iday season. 

 

Koinonia Prison Ministry 
needs Christmas cards and 

postage stamps to send to our 

inmate pen pals.  Donations 

may be placed on the table in 

the narthex.   

 

Find Your Strengths, Live 

your Purpose meets Sundays 

following coffee hour in the 

Timothy Stocks Fireside 

Room.  This small group ex-

perience will identify our 

strengths using the book 

ñLiving Your Strengthsò by 

Winseman, et al., and the 

Strengths Finder inventory 

and reflect on what this 

means about Godôs purpose 

for our lives.   

 

Growth Group meets Thurs-

day, Nov. 17 from 7:30 to 

8:30 p.m. at the church.  We 

will continue discussing ñThe 

Four Agreementsò by Don 

Miguel Luis and the Ten 

Commandments, discovering 

how these simple tools can 

help us grow spiritually and 

live a more fulfilled life. 

 

Great Events Lunch Bunch 

will meet Wednesday, Nov. 2 

at 11 a.m.  Meet at church to 

car-pool to the Vincent Price 

Art Museumôs Community 

Focus Gallery: ñStudent Al-

tarsò Opening Reception, 

complete with food and enter-

tainment.  Students in Chica-

no studies will display thir-

teen altars commemorating 

various aspects of religion in 

ancient Mexico.  Admission 

is free.  Questions: See Ken-

ny Callaghan or Chuck Del-

lamarie. 

 

Meditation Group meets 

Monday, Nov. 7, from 7 to 8 

p.m. in the Timothy Stocks 

Fireside Room.  Led by Am-

ber Keating, this group will 

focus on breath-work and 

meditation to calm the body 

and mind, as well as recon-

nect with God.  We will prac-

tice together and encourage 

one another in bringing medi-

tative practices in our daily 

lives.   

 

Yoga Nidra and Reiki Sun-

day, Nov. 13, from noon to 

1:30 p.m. in the church li-

brary. Join the Feminine Sa-

cred Circle as Amber Keating 

leads this meditative and 

healing workshop.   

 

Book Club will meet Tues-

day, Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m. at 

Pastor Sueôs home.  This 

month we finish discussing 

ñThe Smell of Applesò by 

Mark Behr.    

 

Thanksgiving Brunch prep 

and lunch will be Wednes-

day, Nov. 16, at 10:30 a.m.  

Join us in the church kitchen 

as we wrap silverware and do 

other preparations for our 

annual Thanksgiving Brunch.  

Afterwards weôll enjoy lunch 

at Pyramido Greek & Medi-

terranean Grill. 

 

Feed the Homeless is Satur-

day Nov. 19, from 9 to 10:30 

a.m. Meet in the church 

kitchen to make sandwiches 

and lunches with nonperisha-

ble food items. Donations of 

cookies, individual bags of 

chips, box drinks, etc. are 

gladly accepted.  We are 

grateful this ministry has 

been blessed with a grant 

from the Thrivent Financial 

for Lutheran Care Abounds in 

Communities program to help 

us broaden our outreach. 

 

ñMacbeth: Shakespeareôs 

Natural Born Killersò star-

ring St. Matthewôs Jeff 

Drushal is playing at the 

Archway Theatre, Los Ange-

les.  On Saturday, Nov. 19, 

St. Matthewôs members will 

attend and get a special rate: 

$10 with group of 10, $15 

regular rate.  Sign up on the 

posterboard in the narthex/

lobby.  

  

Thanksgiving Brunch will 

be  held Sunday, Nov. 20, 

Our special guest preacher 

is Bishop Dean Nelson, fol-

lowing worship. Join us for 

this annual congregational 

potluck chocolate, coffee and 

farm animals via Lutheran 

World Relief will be for sale 

for holiday treats and gifts. 
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REFORMATION SUNDAY  
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After lighting candles, upper left, St. Matthewõs members 
such as Luke Sultzer, left, placed their signed covenants on 
the altar, and later celebrated the Reformation with beer and 
brats at a potluck, above and below. Candles, lower left, 
were lighted as a symbol of our promise to covenant to-
gether in relationship so that we might live out our faith in 
the world.  
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