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Logo by Dave Olsen 

FROM PASTOR SUE 

Questions 
Asked and 
Answered 

PRIDE 

St. Matthew’s returned to the Christopher Street West Pride Festival this year to help with the Luther-
ans Concerned Tattoo Parlor. Luke Sultzer, above, was one of many volunteers staffing the booth. 
Getting into the spirit are, below from left, volunteers Sarah Mears, Erwin David and Kari Anderson. 

I 
n our Summer Series I have 

been preaching on Brian 

Mc Laren‟s book “A New 

Kind of Christianity: 10 Ques-

tions that are Transforming 

Faith.” Here is a summary of 

the sermons of June. I hope you 

will join us in July for the con-

clusion of this series. 

The first question was 

“What Is the Overarching Story 

of the Bible?” and Mc Laren 

asked the question: Is the story 

of the Bible a story of whether 

or not people will go to heaven 

or hell? What did Abraham be-

lieve? Or Moses, or Jeremiah, 

or Jesus, or Paul, or James? Is 

heaven or hell explicitly taught 

in Scripture? Was it even a be-

lief held in the first three centu-

ries of Christian thought? Does 

it help make sense of the Bible?  

His answer was no.  

Mc Laren says the 

“peaceable” kingdom is the 

overarching theme of the Bible, 

articulated by the prophets and 

preached by the historical Je-

sus. “Their swords shall be beat 

into plowshares” and “the lion 

shall lie down with the lamb” 

and the Loving Father in the 

Prodigal Son story. This theme 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A s you may have heard, 

Lutheran Social Ser-

vices Community Care Cen-

ter in Van Nuys is dangerous-

ly low on food items right 

now. 

During the summer, food 

demands increase because the 

children of our families are 

no longer in school and do 

not receive their normal 

school breakfast and lunch 

programs. 

If you can help, we could 

use spaghetti or any type of 

pasta, sauce, macaroni and 

cheese, rice, soup, green 

beans or peas, boxed mashed 

potatoes, canned chili/stew, 

powdered milk, cereal, oat-

meal, and pork and beans. 

Thanks to everyone who 

contributes so much to assist 

our communities, we are truly 

grateful. 

If you would like to vol-

unteer hours for doing intake, 

working in our clothes closets 

or food pantry, we could al-

ways use the help. 

Please mark Saturday, 

Oct. 8 for our annual Walk/

Bike for Hunger at Lake Bal-

boa. 

Also, LSS Van Nuys is 

collecting toys and items for 

distribution at “Christmas in 

July” this year.  

Please join us and donate 

all toys and items for Christ-

mas during the months of 

July and August.  

LSS will pick up the toys 

when you call.  

Please contact Jan Maseda 

at (818) 901-9480 Ext. 110 if 

you have any questions. 

FOCUS ON ST. MATTHEW’S 

A rummage sale held at St. Matthew’s by the deaf ministry, left, raised $700 for deaf Japanese affected by the earthquake and tsunami.  With a 
$500 donation from ELDA, a total of $1,200 went to Japan. At right, the new outdoor sign is up and communicating outside St. Matthew’s. The 
structure and planter were built by  the Rev. Glenn Anderson and Ed Hogan. The sign banner was designed and put up by Congregational Presi-
dent Morgan Rumpf and Richard Gasparotti. Logo by Dave Olsen.   

Pantries getting bare at Lutheran Social Services 
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By Brenda Bos 
Council Treasurer 

I 
n my final act as treasurer at St. 

Matthew‟s, I wanted to write a few 

words about the wealth of this con-

gregation.  As I reported at our annual 

meeting, we passed a budget last year 

which asked for the congregation to in-

crease giving by almost 15%, and our 

congregation met and exceeded that 

goal.  

We also increased our giving at the 

Mexico House fundraiser and had two 

very successful “white elephant” raffles.  

These are incredible reports to make 

while our economy still struggles.  

Thanks to God for inspiring us to be 

cheerful givers. 

But as I mentioned in my Treasurer‟s 

report, a key area of our wealth is our 

amazing volunteer contributions.  Non-

profit experts tell us a volunteer‟s time is 

worth over $20 an hour.  Each week, we 

enjoy the work of dozens of volunteers, 

from those who help in the office, count-

ing offerings and folding bulletins, to 

those who care for our facilities, hanging 

banners, running electrical, caring for 

the exterior, to those who run small 

groups or provide worship assistance.  

Think of the wonderful friends who 

bring treats for coffee hour and deliver 

our food to Lutheran Social Services.  

Think of those who participate in Pride 

and Sharing Hands events.   

These gifts of time and talent proba-

bly save our church at least $7,500 a 

year and shine God‟s light brightly in 

the community.  What a bountiful offer-

ing!  Yes, this is what church people do, 

but we do it with style and grace and joy 

and we should celebrate that.   

It‟s a privilege to work with the 

church‟s finances, but more importantly, 

it‟s an honor to see the generosity and 

Christian kindness of this good church.  

T 
his year‟s annual 

meeting began 

with a video trib-

ute remembering Bishop 

Paul Egertson who died 

on Jan. 5, 2011. 

If you would like to view 

this memorial video 

made by Brenda Bos and 

the Rev. Dr. R. Guy Er-

win you can click here.   

These people were elected 

to serve in the following po-

sitions for the year beginning 

July 1: 

Council: Nadine Wendell

-Mojica and Todd Kolberg. 

Synod Assembly dele-

gates: Rob Flynn and Lillian 

Parker. 

Nominating Committee:  

the Rev. Dr. Greg Schaefer, 

Margaret Kelly, and Richard 

Gasparotti.  

Audit Committee: Benji 

Boehlke, Dave Allen and Ro-

derick Sinclair. 

We ask your prayers for 

these faithful people as they 

serve in leadership at St. Mat-

thew‟s.  

COUNCIL CHAT 

Treasurer’s Report: a Wealthy Congregation 

St. 
Matthew’s 
Moves 
Forward 
With 
Annual  
Meeting 

St. Matthew’s members vote 
on council nominations and 
the budget, above. Serving 
on the Executive Committee 
are, from left, Jeff Drushal, 
Elizabeth Loken, John Cantu 
and Morgan Rumpf. 
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ST MATTHEW’S CONNECTS 

Cures for the Summertime Blues 

By Kenny Callaghan 
Music and Outreach Coordinator 

 

Yeah! Summer is here!  Dur-

ing the summer months many 

of us will enjoy vacations, 

special times with family and 

friends and a break from our 

everyday routine of life.  It‟s 

a great time of relaxation and 

renewal.  We at St. Mat-

thew‟s have a lot to share 

with people during this fun-

filled season.  While people 

vacation, our church will con-

tinue to share the life-

changing message of God‟s 

love and welcome for all.  As 

we gather for worship, grow 

spiritually and serve others 

we experience God‟s many 

gifts of renewal.  When we, 

individually and as a congre-

gation, reach out to others we 

bring hope and refreshment to 

people.  The blessing for us is 

to know we have helped 

someone, and in so doing, we 

experience personal renewal 

and rejuvenation.  Please re-

view our congregational 

events and activities and 

bring someone with you.  

Invite someone to worship 

and watch God in action!   

July Food collection for Lu-

theran Social Services is 

canned meats: tuna, spam, 

roast beef, chicken etc.  Do-

nations may be placed on the 

table in the front of the 

church. 

Koinonia Prison Ministry 
needs postage stamps.  Dona-

tions may be placed on the 

table in the narthex.  See 

Kenny if you‟d like to be a 

pen pal. 

Adult Forum meets every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Fireside Room.  Join us for 

“Infusion” Bible Study, in-

cludes coffee and discussion. 

Bible Study with Pastor 

Sue, with the theme 

“Growing a Heart for God” 

continues on Wednesday, 

July 6, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 

the pastor‟s office.  This 

group will study 1 & 2 Samu-

el.  You are invited to share, 

laugh and learn together. 

Growth Group meets Thurs-

day, August 4, from 7:30 to 9 

p.m. at the church.  This 

small group will meet for fel-

lowship, study, prayer and is 

geared to help strengthen 

your faith.  For discussion: 

“The Way of Forgiveness” by 

Marjorie J. Thompson.   

Great Events Lunch Bunch, 

gathers Monday, July 11 at 

11 a.m.  Join us at the North 

Hollywood Metro station for 

a short trip downtown as we 

visit the Museum of Contem-

porary Art for their free Mon-

days at “Art in the Streets” 

courtesy of British street art-

ist Banksy.  We‟ll enjoy 

lunch at Cafe Lemonade at 

MOCA‟s Arco Court, offer-

ing an array of sandwiches, 

soups, and salads, entrées, 

decadent desserts, and, of 

course, house-made lemon-

ade in a variety of enticing 

flavors. More information 

and sign-ups on the poster 

board in the church narthex/

lobby. 

A visit to the Self-

Realization Fellowships‟ 

Lake Shrine Meditation Gar-

dens and Temple will be Sun-

day, July 10 at noon. Meet at 

church to join the Feminine 

Sacred Circle as we car-pool 

to Pacific Palisades for this 

spiritual adventure to explore 

the Meditation Gardens and 

learn more about the five ma-

jor religions of the world. 

Meditation Group is Mon-

day, July 11, from 7 to 8 p.m. 

in the Timothy Stocks Fire-

side Room.  Led by Amber 

Keating, this group will focus 

on breath-work and medita-

tion to calm the body and 

mind, as well as reconnect 

with God.  We will practice 

together and encourage one 

another in bringing medita-

tive practices in our daily 

lives.   

Feed the Homeless: There 

are two opportunities this 

month!  Help us expand this 

ministry by serving a hot 

meal at Lutheran Social Ser-

vices on Tuesday, July 12.  

Meet in our church kitchen at 

9:30 a.m. to prepare lunch 

and then take it to Van Nuys.  

On Saturday, July 30, from 9 

to 10:30 a.m., meet in the 

church kitchen to make sand-

wiches and lunches with non-

perishable food items.  This 

outreach ministry has been 

blessed with a grant from the 

Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans Care Abounds in 

Communities program. 

“Red, White & Blue All 

Over” is the theme of the 

Mexico house fund-raiser and 

karaoke party on Saturday, 

July 16, starting at  6:30 p.m.  

Join us at Joan Arndt‟s as we 

sing our way to raise funds to 

build a house (maybe two) in 

Mexico for a family in need.  

Karaoke, food, fun, fellow-

ship and much more promise 

to make this a not-to-be-

missed event.  Potluck food 

sign-up is on the poster board 

in the church  narthex/lobby. 

Book Club will meet Tues-

day, July 26 at 7:30 p.m. at 

Pastor Sue‟s home.  For dis-

cussion:  “Those Who Save 

Us” by Jenna Blum. 

Movie Talk will meet Friday, 

July 29, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

in the Timothy Stocks Fire-

side Room.  The movie for 

discussion is “The Great 

Race” as we honor the life of 

Peter Falk.  For those with 

DVRs the movie will be on 

Turner Classic Movies on 

July 26 at 5:30 a.m. for your 

recording pleasure!  

“1776,” starring St. Mat-

thew‟s own Jeff Drushal as 

Thomas Jefferson, is being  

staged at. the Glendale Centre 

Theatre. On Saturday, July 

30, St. Matthew‟s member 

will get a $18 rate for the 8 

p.m. showing  Sign-up and 

details are on the poster board 

in the narthex/lobby. 

 Looking Ahead: Music on 

the Main Jazz Series is 

Thursday, Aug. 11.  Bring a 

picnic dinner and enjoy the 

beauty of Descanso Gardens 

and jazz music. 
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‘The Christ of It, Is Beyond Our Imagining’ 

has been mixed like oil and 

water with the Greco-Roman 

themes of Zeus and Theos, 

which tell of perfection, fall 

and redemption.   

A very different picture of 

God emerges when we focus 

on the Hebrew storyline out 

of which Jesus came, the sto-

ry of Abraham and Sarah, 

Moses and the prophets. Here 

we find “the Kingdom of 

God,” a desired future toward 

which the people of God are 

to live in the present and ori-

ent themselves in the future. 

A “peaceable kingdom” 

where the last shall be first, 

the hungry shall be fed, and 

enemies shall be reconciled. 

It is a sacred vision of hope, 

love, and re-creation.     

The second question was 

“How should we understand 

the Bible?” Here McLaren 

makes the point that the Bible 

should be interpreted less as a 

constitution and more as a 

community library. A consti-

tution is expected to present 

what is clearly right and what 

is clearly wrong, a document 

providing answers. A library 

is expected to present a varie-

ty of ideas, approaches and 

even tensions to help the 

reader think and grow. While 

people get angry and want to 

disembowel others when 

their constitutional readings 

of the Bible are challenged, 

people come nearer to listen-

ing to one another, sharing 

and discussing their ideas 

when they read the Bible as a 

community library about God 

and God‟s life with people. A 

lawyer in a courtroom quotes 

articles, sections and para-

graphs to win his case. Chris-

tians fail when they turn the 

Bible into some kind of Su-

preme Court Answer Book, 

arguing with testaments, 

books, chapters and verses.    

The third question was “Is 

God Violent?” As the con-

versation about God unfolds 

in the Bible, we see a shift 

regarding universality: “In 

some passages, the living 

God seems very tribal: God 

favors „us‟ but disfavors eve-

ryone else. But as time goes 

on, it becomes unquestiona-

bly clear that God loves all 

people.” 

According to McLaren, 

you can “trace the maturation 

process among biblical writ-

ers regarding God‟s charac-

ter. In the more mature view, 

God is not bloodthirsty, hate-

ful or prone to fits of venge-

ful rage. Rather, God loves 

justice, kindness, reconcilia-

tion and peace. God‟s grace 

gets the final word.” He sug-

gests that perhaps the an-

cients needed to (in a world 

of “many” gods) learn about 

one God as superior so that 

they could understand God‟s 

one nature. Perhaps, the con-

cept of a God who is pleased 

or displeased was one idea 

needed to get to a mature 

view of God as nonviolently 

yet passionately committed to 

justice. We are not stuck with 

disturbing descriptions of 

violent images of God if we 

view the Biblical record as a 

process. 

The fourth question, 

“Who is Jesus and why is he 

important?” seems an odd 

one to be discussing in a 

Christian church, but we live 

in a world of people who ask, 

“Was Jesus God?” or “Did 

the Resurrection really hap-

pen?” Where Resurrection is 

concerned, it seems to some 

scholars that something unu-

sual must have happened … 

there were a lot of Jewish 

zealots and freedom fighters; 

why is the life and death of 

Jesus of Nazareth still with 

us? As to whether Jesus was 

God,  McLaren joins those 

who say the divinity of Christ 

does not simply mean that 

Jesus is like God. It is far 

more radical than that. It 

means that God is like Jesus. 

In Jesus‟ life, and in his death 

and in his Resurrection, we 

see how God would have us 

live, die and hope in the fu-

ture.  

In the biblical record there 

were people who stood face 

to face with Jesus and said, 

“This is God incarnate.” 

There appear to be many 

more who said, “This man is 

nuts.”  Jesus didn‟t fulfill 

people‟s expectations of a 

Messiah. He didn‟t walk 

around with a sign on his 

back that said, “Son of God.” 

He refused to strong-arm an-

yone into following him. He 

refused to dominate or to take 

up arms. Eventually, Jesus 

was executed for doing the 

things he did and saying the 

things he said. He wasn‟t 

killed for walking around 

bragging, “By the way, I‟m 

God.” Jesus was killed for 

saying, this is God‟s way: 

Feed the hungry, shelter the 

weak, to whom much is giv-

en much will be required. 

Caesar is not God, despite his 

claims.  

Frederick Buechner 

writes: “What was brought to 

completion by Jesus‟ life, and 

Jesus‟ death… only he can 

know now wherever he is, if 

he is anywhere. The Christ of 

it, is beyond our imagining. 

All we can know is the flesh 

and blood of it, the Jesus of 

it. In that sense what was 

completed … was at the very 

least a hope to live by… a 

mystery to hide our faces 

before … a shame to haunt us 

… a dream of holiness… to 

help make bearable our 

nights.” 

In July we continue this 

series with the questions: 

What is the Gospel? What do 

we do about the Church? 

Who is welcome at the Ta-

ble? How Should Followers 

of Jesus Relate to People of 

Other Religions? Can We 

Find a Better Way of View-

ing the Future? Join us for a 

refreshing summer worship 

experience. We also ask you 

to submit favorite hymns to 

be sung on summer Sundays, 

if you haven‟t submitted one 

please call or email the 

church office: stmatthewsno-

ho@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

Jesus didn’t fulfill people’s expectations of a 

Messiah. He didn’t walk around with a sign on 

his back that said, “Son of God.” He refused 

to strong-arm anyone into following him. He 

refused to dominate or to take up arms. 
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