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Logo by Dave Olsen 

DEC. 4 AIDS Aware-

ness Sunday 

Photo by Steve Devol 

I 
 can say it now, I have 

been to Bethlehem. It is 

something I will never 

forget, and probably not for 

the reasons you imagine. In 

January while in Israel, Steve 

and I crossed into the West 

Bank in a bus, walked 

through security, with barbed 

wire fences on either side, 

got into a taxi, watched two 

taxi drivers fight over our 

business (one almost rolled a 

car window up on the other 

guyôs arm, while he was try-

ing to offer us a better fare), 

and finally made it to the 

Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem.  

The Church of the Nativi-

ty is one of the oldest contin-

uously operating churches in 

the world. Itôs owned by the 

Greek Orthodox Church, but 

there were Franciscans 

chanting Mass when we ar-

rived. For generations, Chris-

tians of all stripes and back-

grounds have put churches 

over or near the traditional 

spot where it was said that 

Jesus was born. Once there, 

walk down worn stone stair-

ways to levels of dark rooms, 

chapels, and dungeon-like 

corridors where people were 

actually pushing and shoving 

each other, trying to descend 

the final stairway to the 

Grotto of the Nativity. As we 

waited our turn, a tour guide 

kept holding us back with 

her arms saying ñmy group 

goes first, my group goes 

first.ò  

It seemed to be anything 

but a ñsacred space.ò I was 

horrified at the way people 

were treating each other. Ste-

ve told the tour guide, 

(politely but firmly) that she 

did not ñownò the church and 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 

FROM PASTOR SUE 

Believing in Bethlehem  

In Bethlehem, a 14-point silver star in the Grotto of the Nativity, above, 
marks the spot where believers say Jesus was born. Below, Pastor Sue 
Wolfe Devol in the sanctuary of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.  

Advent  

@Stmattõs 

[AIDS Awareness Sunday] 

Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m.  

Remember friends and family who 

have died of AIDS and pray for 

those living with HIV/AIDS.  

[Anniversary, Lessons and 

Carols Service] 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 10:30 a.m.  

The sounds of Advent and Christ-

mas and a celebration of 80 years in 

ministry. Reception follows. 

[Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship and Reception]  

Saturday, Dec. 24.  

Reception 9:30 p.m. with music and 

appetizers. Candlelight worship 

begins  at 11. 

[Christmas Day Worship] 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 10:30 a.m. 

Caroling and worship 
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The StMatthewsNoHo Newsletter  is published 
monthly by  the community of   St. Matthewõs Lutheran 
Church at 11031 Camarillo St., North Hollywood, 
Calif., 91602;  Phone: (818) 762 -2909;  Fax:  (818) 762 -
7439; E-Mail: stmatthewsnoho@gmail.com  
Website: www.stmatthewsnoho.org   

 
STAFF 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Susan Wolfe Devol  
Music and Outreach Coordinator: Kenneth Callaghan  
Organist :  Catherine Popovic  
Deaf Minister: Don Rosenkjar  
Newsletter Editor: Steve Devol  

2011-2012 CHURCH COUNCIL   

President, Morgan Rumpf ; Vice President, Jeff 
Drushal ; Secretary, Dr. Elizabeth Loken ; Treasurer, 
John Cantu ; Ursula Black , Ryan Chaddick , David 
James ,  Todd Kolberg, Nadine Wendell -Mojica.  

St. Matthewõs worships  on  Sunday mornings at 
10:30. Worship services are provided in ASL for the 
deaf and hard -of-hearing.  St. Matthewõs is a member 

of the Southwest California Synod of the ELCA and is a 
part of the Reconciling -in-Christ program of Lutherans 
Concerned/North America.    

Susan Wolfe Devol, 

Pastor  

Morgan Rumpf, 

Council President 

Kenny Callaghan, 

Music, Outreach 

Don Rosenkjar, Deaf 
Minister  

ASK HILDY 

Dear Hildy: 

It seems like the world goes crazy this time of year; news 

of pepper-spraying holiday shoppers and a ñbuy, buy, buyò 

focus everywhere I turn is draining the joy of the season.  Any 

advice for someone missing the spirit of Christmas?  

-- Bob Humbugged  

 

Dear óBugged:                                                                                                                                                              

The true Christmas we keep is in our hearts and hands.  I hear 

you, and it is hard to overcome some of the things that make 

the news and monopolize the commercial airtime during the 

Christmas season.   

Hereôs Hildyôs Holiday Prescription:  Turn off the boob 

tube and schedule some time to join in making sandwiches on 

Saturday for the LSS Valley Food Pantry.    

Talk about being on Santaôs ñNiceò list, the people of Saint 

Matthewôs made over 400 sandwiches to fill 240 complete 

lunch bags.  Those October efforts also delivered 16 grocery 

bags of food and 14 bags of clothing.  In November we made 

and sent 300 sandwiches in 200 lunch bags and in a truly won-

derful effort by so many members and friends, collected  44 

full, large grocery bags of  Thanksgiving foods and supplies 

and  four large grocery bags of clothing and some toys. 

Now is a terrific time to go through your closet and pull 

out those items you havenôt worn (or shouldnôt wear anymore) 

and get them to church for LSS to distribute.  It is getting cold 

so jackets, sweaters and other warm wear are always needed. 

Go shopping for some childrenôs gifts or holiday treats to help 

Santa out.  There is always a need for menôs new cotton tube 

socks, so throw a pack or 10 in your basket and leave them in  

the ñcry roomò or at the table in the sanctuary. 

Working with your friends in the congregation to feed the 

hungry, provide warm clothing for those who need it most and 

provide a little fun for some children is a wonderful way to 

welcome the Christ Child! 

 

Dear Hildegard: 

I hear there is an 80th birthday coming up and I wondered 

what you wanted on this very important occasion?   

ðAn Old Friend 

 

Dear Old: 

And you must be old if you think Hildy could possibly 

have seen so many summers.  Your mind has apparently gone 

óround the bend along with your eyesight.   Naughty, naughty! 

No dearie, I am nowhere near 80; however, we are observ-

ing an 80th anniversary é of the founding of Saint Matthewôs 

Lutheran Church, North Hollywood.  We will celebrate this 

wonderful occasion as part of our Lessons and Carols service 

on Dec.  18.  What a glorious way to kick off the week leading 

into Christmas.  Following worship we will continue the fes-

tivities with a delicious luncheon (I heard some rumors of 

meatballs and other good things) Robert Dilley, who was born 

and baptized into our congregation and is still an active mem-

ber,  will share stories of our people and church history.  I 

look forward to sharing the day with the people of St. Mattôs.  

Make sure say to Hi at the luncheon, dearie, Iôll have some-

thing special for you é I do hope you like anthracite. 

Merry Christmas! 

Hildegard VonGelischen Kirche 

Sandwich Saturday Beats Black Friday Blues  
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ST MATTHEW’S CONNECTS 

Great Expectations for Advent  
By Kenny Callaghan 
Music and Outreach Coordinator 

 

Advent is a season of hope 

and expectation.  We hope, 

not in the circumstances of 

life, but rather in the aware-

ness of a loving God.  In the 

birth of Jesus, God comes to 

us in flesh teaching us about 

life-changing love, of re-

demption, recovery and trans-

formation of life.  These gifts 

of God are worth knowing 

and receiving.  The wonder of 

Advent hope is to live, not 

just survive, authentically as 

Godôs people experiencing 

possibility in life simply be-

cause God is God.  Join us in 

worship or an event and mar-

vel at Godôs coming into our 

hearts, our lives and into our 

world. 

December food collection 
for Lutheran Social Services: 

Pantry are non-perishable  

food items, adult-size tube 

socks and unwrapped toys for 

children.  Donations may be 

placed on the table in front of 

the sanctuary.   

Fair trade coffee, chocolate 

and farm animals through 

Lutheran World Relief are for 

sale in the narthex/lobby.  

These items make the perfect 

holiday gift or stocking stuff-

ers!  Money from these items 

go directly to artisans and 

farmers in the Third World, 

allowing us to touch lives of 

people around the world.  

 

Adult Forum meets every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Timothy Stocks Fireside 

Room.  Join Pastor Sue for 

coffee, conversation and Bi-

ble study based on Marcus 

Borgôs ñThe Heart of Christi-

anity.ò  All are welcome. 

 

St. Matthewôs Choir re-

hearses Wednesday evenings 

from 7:30 to 9 p.m., with a 

snack at 7:10 p.m., and Sun-

day mornings at 9:40 a.m. in 

the sanctuary.  All are wel-

come. 

 

Koinonia Prison Ministry 
needs Christmas cards and 

postage stamps to send to our 

inmate pen pals.  Donations 

may be placed on the table in 

the narthex.   

Growth Group meets Thurs-

day, Dec. 1, from 7:30 to 

8:30 p.m. at the church.  We 

will continue discussing ñThe 

Four Agreementsò by Don 

Miguel Luis and the Ten 

Commandments, discovering 

how these simple tools can 

help us grow spiritually and 

live a more fulfilled life. 

 

AIDS Awareness Sunday 
Dec. 4 10:30 a.m.  Join us for 

this special service remem-

bering friends and family 

who have died of AIDS and 

praying for those living with 

HIV/AIDS.  

Find Your Strengths, Live 

your Purpose meets Sundays 

Dec. 4 and 18, in the church 

library following coffee 

hour.. This small-group expe-

rience will identify our 

strengths using the book 

ñLiving Your Strengthsò by 

Winseman, et al., and the 

Strengths Finder inventory 

and reflect on what this 

means about Godôs purpose 

for our lives.  

Lutheran Social Services 

Christmas Party is Saturday, 

Dec. 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

and 6425 Tyrone Ave. ,Van 

Nuys.  Join the Feminine Sa-

cred Circle and St. Mattôs 

David Sinkler as Santa Claus 

in volunteering at this holiday 

event for children. Questions: 

Contact Kay Gunderson. 

 

Holiday party invitation: 
On Saturday, Dec. 10 at 7 

p.m. join hosts Benji Boelhke 

and Clay Steely for a tradi-

tional French R®veillon party 

benefitting Lutheran Social 

Servicesô food bank.  Bring a 

dish to share with a donation 

equaling the cost of the dish.  

If the dish costs $10, bring a 

$10 check for LSS.  Come 

eat, celebrate, and help those 

in need.  Details: see flyer on 

the poster board in the nar-

thex/lobby. 

 

Feed the Homeless Sunday 

Dec. 11, following worship.  

Meet in the church kitchen to 

make sandwiches and lunches 

with nonperishable food 

items. This ministry has been 

blessed with a grant from the 

Thrivent Financial for Lu-

theran Care Abounds in Com-

munities program to help us 

broaden our outreach. 

 

St. Matthewôs 80th anniver-

sary with Lessons and Car-

ols: On Sunday, Dec. 18, at 

10:30 a.m.,  Come listen to 

the sounds of Advent and 

Christmas as we celebrate 80 

years in ministry in the No-

Ho.  A festive reception fol-

lows worship. 

Book Club will meet Tues-

day, Dec. 20, at 7:30 p.m. at 

Pastor Sueôs home.  This 

monthôs book:  ñEmpress of 

the Splendid Seasonò by Os-

car Hijuelos.  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship and Reception will 

be Saturday Dec. 24. Pre-

worship reception will be at 

9:30 p.m. with festive holiday 

music and appetizers.  Con-

tact Kenny Callaghan to per-

form at the reception.  Can-

dlelight Worship begins at 11 

p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Worship is 

Sunday, Dec. 25 at 10:30 

a.m. Join us for carols and 

Christmas worship. 

 

A new Growth Group meets 

every other Thursday begin-

ning Jan. 12, to study Ronn 

Kerrôs ñChristianity and Is-

lam.ò  Written for Christians 

who have little knowledge of 

Islam other than what they 

have seen in the news, this 

book provides a general un-

derstanding of these two great 

religions. The study takes 

neither a "how to convert 

Muslims" nor a "we're all the-

sameò approach. It provides a 

greater appreciation of both 

Jesus and Muhammad, the 

New Testament and the 

Quran,  Christianity and Is-

lam, discussing similarities 

and differences.  See Kenny 

Callaghan to participate in 

this small group. 
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there were some people who 

applauded him. When she 

finally gave up and it was our 

turn to climb down Steve 

very graciously allowed a 

young Japanese couple who 

were getting crushed by the 

crowd to go ahead of us. 

Walking down the narrow 

passageway, the floors were 

black stone or cracked mar-

ble. Dense brocades hung 

down old stone walls. Oil 

lamps hung in layers. Each 

polished silver or brass lamp 

seemed to absorb more light 

than its orange flame emitted, 

so the more lamps shone, the 

darker the space. The ñexactò 

place of Jesusô birth was 

down yet another smoky 

stairway, at the back of a 

stone cave beneath street lev-

el. It smelled like mud. The 

narrow cave was about 10 

feet wideô there were 

bunched tapers, bending in 

the heat, and we had to kneel, 

one by one, under arches of 

brocade hangings, and stretch 

into a crouch down among 

dozens of gaudy hanging 

lamps to see it. There on the 

floor was a 14-pointed silver 

star, two feet in diameter. It 

covered a raised bit of marble 

floor at the cave wall. This 

silver star was the X that 

marked the spot: Here, just 

here, the infant was born. 

Two thousand years of Chris-

tianity began here, where 

God emptied the Divine into 

human form. Actually, many 

Christian scholars think 

ñJesus of Nazarethò was like-

ly born in Nazareth. Early 

writers probably hooked his 

birth to Bethlehem to fit a 

prophecy from the Hebrew 

Bible. Down in the cave, the 

burning oils smelled heavy. I 

kept thinking that we were 

competing with these lamps 

for oxygen. In the center of 

the silver star was a circular 

hole. It was impossible for 

me to see Godôs presence 

there. 

Nevertheless I knelt and 

touched it and crossed my-

self, but as we walked out, I 

was maddened by the very 

idea that we can place Jesusô 

birth in a certain spot in a 

certain church with a silver 

star. Steve agreed, but  said it 

was kind of cool to see peo-

ple from all over the world 

coming to pay tribute. Steve 

saw something I did not; he 

noticed the men, women, and 

children bringing flowers and 

candles and small offerings.

é I was only thinking of 

how offensive it was to make 

a ñtourist trapò out of the 

ñexactò spot of Jesusô birth. 

Perhaps some of you are 

like me. Perhaps, you will 

have to take your eyes off the 

traditional places you have 

looked for Jesus this year. 

Perhaps your gifts and din-

ners and traditions will be a 

bit leaner. Perhaps you will 

give less expensive gifts and 

offer more food for the 

needy. In these bad economic 

times we are all opening our 

eyes a little wider to see Jesus 

in the people around us. The 

exact ñspotsò and traditions 

which meant so much to us in 

the past are always changing, 

but especially this year. We 

are overwhelmed with con-

trasting emotions. We are 

eager, yet frazzled; senti-

mental yet indifferent. One 

minute we glow at the 

thought of seeing family and 

friends, the next we feel ut-

terly lonely. Our hope is min-

gled with dread, our anticipa-

tion with despair.  

In this season of Advent 

(which means ñarrivalò) in 

the midst of misbehaving 

family and friends, traffic 

jams and lines of testy peo-

ple, we listen again for the 

voice that brings a word of 

hope to a weary world and 

aching hearts. There is a 

voice in the wilderness and it 

calls to us with the sure 

promise that, despite all evi-

dence to the contrary, God is 

coming. The voice comes just 

when everything seems most 

parched and dry and desolate. 

It whispers peace in the face 

of war, right in the face of 

wrong. It brings glad tidings 

of a Messiah, born in a stable, 

to set us free.  That freedom 

cannot be found with GPS, it 

is written in our hearts. Even 

when we feel too lost or jos-

tled by the crowd to believe 

it, God is coming. For unto us 

a child is born, Emmanuel, 

God with us.   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

A Voice of Glad Tidings  

Photo by Steve Devol 

ELCA Southwest Synod Bishop Dean Nelson, left,, gives the benediction at the close of worship at  St. Matthewõs on Nov. 19, during which he 
also delivered the sermon. With him are Pastor Susan Wolfe Devol and Council President Morgan Rumpf, serving as worship assistant. 
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THANKSGIVING BRUNCH 

Spirits and stomachs were full once again this year at the annual Christmas brunch. Clockwise from up-
per left, Daniel Ornelas stirs things up in the kitchen. Daniel donated and cooked all of the turkey for the 
brunch. Bishop Dean Nelson prepares to process during worship. St. Matthewõs members wait to serve 
themselves during brunch (Kari Andersen, at right, helped organize the White Elephant raffle). Sorting 
our their raffle tickets are Benjamin Boehlke, left, and Clay Steely. Julia Loken is an improv comic when 
sheõs not helping to emcee White Elephant raffles like she did on Nov. 19. 

Photos by Steve Devol 
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