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As a beloved child of God we invite you to covenant with us, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, a progressive Christian Community. Regardless of who you are, or where you find yourself on the journey of faith, we encourage you to engage your spiritual life by participating in this covenant.
 What is a covenant and why should you covenant with the church? Covenant is an ancient idea originating in the Near East. During biblical times a covenant was an official agreement in which members had certain obligations and benefits.  A covenant is an important biblical concept for two reasons: 
1) It requires covenant members to be in meaningful relationship with one another; 
2) God covenanted with significant figures throughout the story of faith, beginning with Noah, Abraham and Sarah, the Hebrews at Mt. Sinai, and because of Jesus Christ, with us.
Who is the covenant between? The covenant is between you, God and everyone at St. Matthew’s.  As a microcosm of God’s greater and larger church, together we covenant to: 
· Live among God’s faithful people
· Create places and space for all people, both members and visitors, to explore and find their own spiritual path
· Offer opportunities to serve the church through time, financial resources , and creative energy
· Mediate God’s love to one another
· Hear the Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper
· Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through acts of love and service 
· Comfort one another through prayer and compassion
· Serve all people, following the example of Jesus, regardless of political ideology, sexual orientation, economic status, race or religion
· Strive for the justice and peace at the heart of the biblical narrative
On Sunday October 30, 2011: You will be invited to sign this form, present it on the altar and light a candle. If it is your wish to simply light a candle, or reflect privately during the commitment ceremony, please do so.
Name:
“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 15:16
